
Searching ScienceDirect 

 

Quick search 

Enter search terms in the appropriate 
fields and click the search icon. 

Advanced search 

Go to the Advanced search form to 
search specific items or access your 
search history (Sign in personal account 
first).  

Search across all sources or specifically 

for Journals, Books, Reference Works 

or Images.  

Enter search terms in the space(s) 

provided, select which fields you wish 

to search (article, title, etc.), and use 

Boolean operators to combine search 

terms.  

Refine your search to journals, books, 

open access articles, subject area and/

or years.  
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Register or Sign in your personal 
account 

Select Register or Sign in at the top of 
any ScienceDirect page.  
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   Your Search Results (in Advanced search) 

ScienceDirect  | Quick Reference Guide 

About your search results 

Display the number of search 
results.  

Set a search alert 

Notify you by email (Save 
search alert) or RSS when a 
new article matching your 
search criteria becomes 
available (requires Sign in).  

Download PDFs 

Download full-text PDFs of 

selected articles all at once 

and automatically assign file 

name based on specified rules.  

Export citation information 

Export citation information for 
the selected articles directly to 
Mendeley, RefWorks, or into a 
preferred format.  

Sort search results 

Search results are listed by 
relevance by default. You can 
change to list by date.  

Filter by access types 

Choose to view All access types, 
only Open Access articles, or only 
Open Archive articles.  

Access rights 

View whether the results are available for your institution in full-
text (subscribed     or open access or open archive or abstract 

only (non-subscribed) with purchase options for full-text ).                             

Refine filters  

Limit search results by Year, Published Title, Topic and/or 
Content type.  

Display article content 

Click the article title to display the article 
content (HTML full text or abstract).  

Supplementary content 

Access content such as underlying datasets 
and author provided videos.  
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